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went to America, where he became a farmer, teacher, and
preacher. He was pleased beyond measure when an
American minister showed him a copy of the " Method
of Divine Government" by his old pupil.

These were the circumstances in which I was brought
up. I owed it to the restraints of 4God's providence that
I did not go.astray, as I am sorry to say so many of my
companions, the farmers' sons, did. From a very early
date I purposed to make the ministry of the Word my
life-work.

The motives which weighed with me in taking this
step were, I am afraid, of a very mixed and insufficient
character. I did not care much for agricultural employ-
ment, though I took charge both of the sheep and cattle,
and wrought in the hay and harvest fields, all to assist
my mother after my father's decease. These occupa-
tions gave me a considerable knowledge of the practical
affairs of life, and an insight into the character of men
and women, which has been of service to me in after life.
As to other professions, I did not care much for mixing
drugs, and visiting the sick, and I did not care to be a
lawyer, as I disliked wrangling. I was all along fond of
books, and I eagerly read those I had access to. I
remember reading in my boyish days "Dwight's Theo-
logy," and a large geographical Cyclopaedia, which my
father had bought from a travelling canvasser. At a later
date I read " Pamela, or Virtue Bewarded," by Eichard-
son, and the " Spectator/1 ordered by my sister. So I
went on to acquire knowledge, looking to the ministry as
the means open to me of gratifying my tastes. I felt all
the while that if I was to be a minister, I must be pious.
Often, therefore, did I dedicate myself to God, prayinginto one of humiliation by the
